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To the Right Worſhipful 


| JOHN WHITWICK Eſq; 
High-Seriff of BERKS. 


W i h all the Loyal e Addreſſors at 
the laſt Aſſizes, whether of the 
Grand-Fury, or other Deputy- 
L eivtenants, Fuitices of the 
Peace, &C. 


Gentlemen, 


Muſt beg your juſtification of this pedant an] 

Common-place Apology, wherewith Iam oblig'd 
A to Preface my ſelf to the Reader, viz. that you 
nst only earnety requeſted, but even forc'd a pro. 
miſe from me of putting this d iſcourſe in Print, which 
I mention not ſo much m acknowledgment of that un* 
deſerved reſpe+ you were pleas'd to ſhew me, (al- 
th-1h T ſhould be the 'vorſt of men not to own ſo 
great an oblivation) nor to beg your proteFion againſt 
the ma'ice and calummes of the many inveterate 
Faftions, (for I know "tis more than you can do for 


your ſelves.) But to declare the averſion Thave ever 
A 2 had 


0 


Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
had t) appear m this kind, with the loſs of that 


freedom I have formerly taken IN cenſuring other mens 
209 great forwardneſs herem ? for Tever commiſerated 
the poor burthen'd Preſs, and amongſt Friends, fre- 
quently refl: &ed upon our many felf admiring Autho-s, 
with boſe little ticks and rtifices, which of wy 
kriowledge are uſ-d to get abroad by publick order. or 
eſpecta! command ; Beſides, as I was engar'd 19 (orve 
Mr. High-Sheriff in this way of my prof ft a» | ou 
Sir can teliify) before this laſt Heiiuh Contpiracy 


was d:ſcovir d, jo wou'd T nit be thght 2 Wave 


the more freely expreſs d my fe'f upon the [Diſcovery 
for T bleſs God, Tnever believ d better of the Party, 
tal they have now approvd themſel ves, and there- 
fore Irfr to my gwn choice, ſhould think it too late to 
expreſs my reſentments, when by the infinite mercy of 
Heav-n they are as deſpicable as they were ſom'times 
dangerous : But ſince I am thus put up unboſoming 
my thoughts, give me leave further to declare a ſu- 
ſpicim, that our prudential Politicians with their 
Trimming Moderation (who now indeed cry pec- 
cavi with a non putaram, truly, I could not have 
thought that any Engli:h Spirit had been of ſuch a 
temper) are Hypocrites rather than Fools, and T am 


ſtill afraid that many who now kiſs the hand, wiſhd 
well to the enterpriſe in their hearts, and deſpair not 


of 


*./ 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


of a better opportunity to cut the throat, Whilſt that 
malicious monkiſh wit upan the great Eraſmus hang- 
ing between Heaven and Hell, may be applyd to 
many of cur Wiſe Diſcreet Men, who take care to 
keep them{clves equally pois'd between Monarchy and 
Commonwealth; Had the Defagn indeed newly 
drop d out of the Clou.ls, from the Prince of the Air,or 
been ſome anttquated project of Machiavel or Bor- 
1a, Aa ſober well meanmg intention mizht have been 
impos'd upon by thoſs many fair Gloſses which are 
never wanting up91 ſuch occaſions, but when *tis 
one continued Scene of illany. carryd on for Forty 
| may ſay for Fourſcore) years together, and now 
begun to be atted over again by many of the ſame 
perſons, all upon the ſame principles , nay, ſo dull is 
their invention, by the ſame methad too, by the ſame: 
improbable Stories, falſe ſuggeſtions, and moſt ſcan- 
dalous reproaches upon all men that ſtand up for 
Peace and Truth, Religion or: Loyalty ; How can. 
any mn of ſence deb.auch hisReaſon orCharity ſo far, 
as to belirve that ſuch Vipers bave all on a ſuddain 
uſt their Stings, or that they will not naturally pro- 
duce a Generation of the ſame Kind ? egþecially 
When we find them equally 1;npentent for the muſchiefs 
they have formerly done, and partial m thear preſent 
Judgment and repreſentation of things ; Thus the 


5th, 


Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
5th. of November was a Helliſh Bloody Plot, 


but the 3 oth. of January's Parricide muſt not be 
call'd to remembrance ; the Court muſt be arraign'd 
of Arbitrary Deligns, but not one ſingle Member 
{uſpeFed of Commonwealthiſm ; and therefore 
whilſt our Demagogucs were in being to defend the 
eftabliſh'd Church was nothing leſs than Popery ; 
and to compare Eighty with Forty One, the direct 
way into T'——ms Inquifition, as if no man living 
could remember the Arbitrary arrozance of a Re- 
publican Junto with our twenty years Captivity 
under a Rebel Sword : or to ſpeak of our Religinus 
concerns, as if Ignatius Loyola and John Cal- 
vin had not both ſet up about the ſame time, or 
our poor Church and Nation ſuffer d as much from 
the Presbyterians as Jeluits. 


But in this Gentlemen, as well as in the follow- 
ing diſcourſe, I preſent Jou with nothing but- your 
own thoughts, which as they are much better expreſs'd 
m your Loyal Addrels to Hu Majeſty, ſo do you 
ſtill more effetually declare them in a continued ſtea- 

Zo cra. dy vigour for Flis Service and Preſervation, And 
vv as there is one Great GoodMan to whoſe Bounty and 
Favour, 1 muit, (under God) ſolely attribute what- 


ever relates to my well being im this life, ſo 1 eſteem 
tt 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


it no mean part of my happine/s that He and Provi- 
dence hath fix'd me amongſt a company of worthyPer- 
ſons, who wall ſet a value upon a man, though be 
hath nothing more to recommend him than an unfeign- 
ed Zeal for the Church and State, King and 
Government, but ſo good a Principle will buoy up 


any ordinary parts, and alone enallz its vataries to - 


laugh at, and defie, the froppiſhneſs and falſhood of 
a gain-laying diſobedienc People, whom 1 ſheuld 
not deſpair ſhortly 10 ſee of another temper ; had 
you Gentlemen the ſame mfluence upom cur lutle 
CommonwealthCorporations, as you have upon the 


out-lying Factions © But ſince it is the will of Hea- 


ven that theſe Canaanites ſhould be continued in the 
Land, doubtleſs it will now on all hands be thought 
requiſite to have ſuch an eye upon them, that it may 


not be in their power to quench the light of our 


lirael, or diſturb the Peace of Sion. 


And if by this means we can at- laſt be throughly 
awakened into a ſence of danger, it will be juch 


light out of darkneſs, ſuch an unexpefted good from 


ſo Helliſh an imtended Evil, as thoſe malervolent 
Spirits Whom the diſappointments cannot convert, the 


envy muſt neceſSarily confound, whilſt our repeated - 
deliverances having wearied the malice of their 


attempts, 


Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


attempts, we may by Gods blefſme, arrive in the end 
at that happy ſettlement, which you, and all good 
men endeavour, and that your endeavours may 
fully take effef, (amongſt many thouſand others, 
more worthy to prevail) ſhall never want the m- 
cefſant Prayers T, 


Honoured Sirs, 


Your moſt Un{cigned 
Faithtul Servant 


UV 1LL., BARON. 
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Acts 19. 38. 
Wherefore if Demetrius and the Crafts-men which 
are with him, have a matter againſt any man, 
the aw 15 open, and there are Deputies, let them 
-mplead one another, 


Here 1s {uch a mutual correſpondence between 
our publick and private wel-fare, every mans 
perticular interelt. ſo unavoidably depends 
upon the common good, that our firſt thoughts 

2a5 probably ſuggeſt, that Univerſal principle of Selt- 

Preſervation ſhould equally concern us for both : But 

upon more exact conſideration, we ſhall find Man in his 

ſingle capacity 1s center'd only upon himſelf without any 
ditterent Parties, any contrary Votes to Retard or Op- 
pole him 3 and will naturally make that the ultimate 
end of all his undcrtakings, whatever other obligations 
may lie upon him from the dictates of right reaſon, or 
the compacts of humane ſociety engage him unto : 
whereas the Body Politick 1s (o artificial a piece, made 
up of ſo many different Tempers and Conſtitutions, 

Humours, Intereſts, and Deſigns, that, like other cu- 

rious Compolitions, every unhappy jog, every rough 

hand, or foul breath, 15 hable to diſorder, if not quite 
deſtroy it. And next to the all-diſpofing Providence of 

Heaven, I cannot aſhign any other cauſe but this, of 

thoſe many Revolutions w!.:-!1 have ſo frequently hap- 

pened 1n the World, that the whole Earth ſhould eyer 
B  -fnce. 


VO. 32. 


(2) 
ſi1ce the Creation; have been as1t were an Akeldama ; 
ani the Fiiftories ol ail Ages, any Pleccs too, contain 
iittle clie than fo many Recorisot Blood and Slaughter, 
Deiolation and Ruwn+ts wihiit Goverment becomes 
morz morta] than the Members whereof it conliltsz not 
2n Age doth piſs without many f{tynal Revolutions, 
and fatal Cataſtrophes. Nav, that the lime \it{chiets do 
n9t hapnen every day, is not for vant of evil Spirits to 
toment and raile them up; but fron the prudent ma- 
nagcmeat of fome more Peaceaule dilpoſitions, Who by 
the a{liſtance of that Divine Pawer which ſtilleth the ra- 


e712 of the Seas. are ſometimes adle to quell the noije of 


S7 St 


- theſe Seditions Waves, and Madneſs of ſuch People. 


A remaikadle ini{tance of this kind, we have 1n the 


v.hole precedent paſſage unto which my Text relates, 
vhere a few FaGious Mechanicks, under pretence of 


aecay of Trade, and Innovation in Religion, had pat the 
whole City of Epeſus 1nto an uproar ; and (ſo far en- 
g1ged the Rabble to their Party, that St. Paul (could 
th:y have found him) and all others whom they had a 
pique againſt, muſt be expoſed to wild Beaſts, juſt as 
Bloody and Mercileſs as themſelves. Thus for ſome 
hours the hubbub continued, and though few of theme 
knew why they were come togegher, yet ſtill great was Dia- 
na of the Epheſians, Religion and Property their only 
clamour. But as their Throa's grew hoar(c,their Paſlions 
b-2an to cool, and fo gave way for this di(courſt of the 
Town-Clerk, as we tranfſ]ite it 3 but he was indeed the 
zaununts the Regilter who Recorded the Names o/ all 
ſuch as gain'd any prizes in the ({iveral Games at ti11z (0- 
temn Feſtival of their ſo much adnur'd (Deity ; by res 
ſon of which Office he had the greater fluence upon 
th:m. andq might the more freely expoſtulſne atout the 
Illegality of their proceedings : Having therefore ha- 
rangu d 


(3) 
rang'd them with the acknowledg'd greatneſs of that 
Diana, they were ſo Zcaluus for ver. 35. and given a 
touch at the raſhneſs of this Tumultuous Aflembly, for 
which in all probability they would be called in que- 
{tion,' ver. 36. He declares in the 37th the inoffenſive 
deportment of thoſe perſons they clamour'd ſo much a- 
gainit: Nevertheleſs if they thought themſelves agriev', 
He tells them in my Text of a more regular courle which 


they ought to have taken, and according to which, if 


the action will bear it, they may (till proceed. I here- 
fore if Demetrius, @*c. 

The words then ſeem to be an Abridgement of the 
whole precedent diſturbance, wherein with very little 
1iſtance from the context, we may con(ider thele five 
{everal parts, or oblervable pallages. 


1. Firſt, here are the Parties concern'd, their Quality 
and Profeflion, Demetrius azd the lraſtſmen, &c. 


2. Secondly, here is an aVion ſuppos'd, a complaint or 
grievance pretended, for lo 'the word a&ys doth ſome 
times fignifie an Action, Procels, or Indictment ; and then 
9%; nv ay x47 denotes a matter of accuſation. 


3- Thirdly, Here is their way of redreſs tacitely re- 
lected upon both as unjuſt and dangerous. 


4. Fourthly, Here is the regular courſe they oughtto 
have taken, /et them implead one another. 


5. Fifthly, Here are all pretences cut off for their not 
proceeding according to this regular courſe, in that 
firſt there was no denial of Juſtice, the Law was oper, 


nor ſecondly was there any delay of Juftice, there are 
Deputies. B 2 OF 
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(4) | 
' Of which ſeveral parts, together with ſome few In- | 
ferences by way of Application, with as much brevity 
as you can expect, or your many other weighty Atfairs 
require. 


1. Firſt, Here are the Parties concern d, their Qua- 1 
lity, and Profefftion, Demetrius and the Craftſmen : 
what theſe Shrines were which causd all this {tir,*would 
be too tedious a digreftion critically to relate + In gene- 
ra], 'tis concluded they were little Cabinets or Chaplets 
of Silver, with the Image of Dana 1n them z which every 
man was at liberty to purchace for the uſe of his private 
Superſtition, Devotion I cannot call it; ſo that the buſt- 
nels of thele Artificers was much like that of the fgmys 
Dci.and other ſuch like Trinket-makers in the Church of 
Zome z had therefore St. Pau/s Doctrine been agreeable 

to that of St. Peters prerended Succeſlor now there, 
in all probability theſe Craftſmen would have been as 
Zealous for the change, as they were violent againſt any 
alteration, lince for every Shrine, they might have been 
imploy'd to make ten times as many Jazrts. But our 
Apoſtles Commiflion was quite otherwiſe, to call upon, 
15; 17, andexhort all men every where to repent, and particularly 
: tO turn from thoſe dumb Idols unto the living God; And 
this the Devil knew very well, which made him take 
occaſion from theſe mens avarice, to ſuppreſs (if poſh- 
ble) the further progreſs of thoſe glorious Truths, which 
would totally ſubvert his Kingdom of Darkneſs, and 
ſome probability there was of an expected ſucceſs; for 
when that evil Spirit enters into a multitude, its ame is 
Legion to purpoſe, when FaFion comes once to be in- 
corporated, and the ſeveral male-contents dare to en- 
ter into Aſſociations 5 when every rude Mechanick will 
preſume to cenſure Afairs of State, and admire none 


but 


[ Tor, 12,72. 


(s) 


but a ſmooth Tongu'd Demetrius, who will be ſure to 
repreſent things at the greateſt diſadvantage: Let the 


Cedars of Lebanon look to it, or theſe Prambles will 


burn them down; all things, both Sacred and Civil, 
will ſoon be trampled under foot by their Rage and 
Fury. 


2. Secondly, We are to conſider the matter of com- 
plaint, the pretended grievance, or acculation, which is 
here (uppos'd by the Town-Clerk ; but fully enlarg'd upon 
in Demetriws's 'Seditious Rethorick at the 27th. Verſe, 
By St. Pauls Preaching that they be no Gods which are 
reade with hands, not only their Craft was in danger to be 
ſet at nought, but their Temple and great Godeſs deſpis'd ; 
The Schools tell us of a cauſe laters and cauſa patens, one 
thing pretended, when another occaſioned the pre- 
tence; and here we find a doubie Indueement urg'd by 
our Appron'd Orator, Great was Diana, but greater were 
her Shrines. Religion might have (ome influence, but 
Intereſt much more 3 had they not by this Craft got their 
wealth, ſo cold would have been their Zea), that her 
Altars might have frozen. /nnovations in {teligion, were 
indeed by the Gentiles themielves, look'd upon as dan- 
gerous, and the great Auguſtas firs Favorite to!d him, 
There were no perſons he ought to be ſo ſevere upon, as they 
that introduc d 4 I orſhip Contrary to the eſtabliſh'd Laws 5 
which was the realon doubtleſs, that Chriſtianity mer 
with ſo much oppoſition, and notwithitancing 1's mani=- 
fold ſuperlative exceilencies, was {o long before the Civil 
Power gave it counicnance : but whatſoever is done, 
cither upon this»or any other account, ſuppoſeth a due 
procedure, a regular courle of Juſtice, without commit- 
ting ſo Sacred a mattcr to the Arbitrage of the Rabble, 
the Pious Whimftes, not to lay Religions Cheats, of (elf 
celgning 


4 


(6) 
EO oniuo mn jt, maice the Obſervatton where you 
loalt, even Amon: { the demurelt Profeſlors of our 


nll hoy Reo oO: and a!l pretences of this kind will 
he forn {| no better, when 1t comes once under a popu- 
Li Ruſormation, *tis macle a ſtal'ting-horle to the vileſt 
ENterpilzes, W hr every man wears the 7 hariſees Viz- 
wy ch. proportions hisiDevotion to the Intreague he has on 
f59: : So far as It an{wers their Ambition, latisfies their 
Avarice, gratifies —_ oy venge, Promotes a Party, 
carries on a Dehgn, wv ny -hy none {hall be more = it 
to expreſs their Zeal, '10' 11 fo prepoſterousa mannar, 
as halt an eye may d; R over, they that bawl lowdeſt on 
its b halfreſolve to (tif. i: in the noile ; Fight for its de- 
fence till 'trs [mothered i! the Blood they (pill. ThusI 
ſay it has been alwa 3 found. but more el TER ally of late 
he that is of a God!y {art,,ſhall in fpight of the dr Soeſt 
ouilt, be 2 God!lyman, Gomdoribush thing with ſome 
It 15 to be FaFiors that it alfumes the place of | harity,and 
covers a multitude of Sins ; 1n the mean while, can we 
imagine any thing ſhould more highly provoke the Ma- 
Jc ty of Heaven, Mn tn {ce ſuch Pearls ti -odden under- 
foot Ly Swine , that Praver, which was deſign'd to 
open the Gates of Heaven, ſhould devour I idows Fouſes, 
and al! other his moſt Sacred Ordinances, inſtead of 
purchaſing an Eternal Inheritance, OE Proitt: uted to the 
Luſts, the Humours, and Intereſts ot 7/ypocrites, Atheiſts, 
and ſuch hke unreaſonable men ? 


3- Thirdly, We are to conſider their manner of redreſs, 
whic h is here tacitly reflected upon, both as unjuſt, and 
daugerous- 1/2. Unjuſt, That they who were a Party, 
ſhould preſume to Judge, give Sentence, and be Exe- 
cutioners too themlelves ; an Infallible {ign of a bad 


Cauſe, and worſe intention, by not appealing tothe Law 
fo; 


C7) 


for right, it was abundantly evident they deſign'd o- 
thersno Jittle wrong. But then 24ly. this way of pro- 
ceeding was not more unjuſt, than dangerous ; for ſo 
it is dezlared at the 40 verſe, J/e are in danger tobe call 4 
in queſtion for this days uproar, the Romans were a Wile 
and Generous, but wiihall a Jealous Nation, as they 
iudulg'd their conqueſts with more hberty than could 
Dc many times expected ; ſo when it appear'd that peas» 
ple would not be contain'd within thoſe juſt and reafo- 
nable bounds they knew well enough how to take up 
the Rains, to tame the exorbitancy of ſuch unmanage- 
avie piiits, And indeed not only they, but any other 
Civilis'd Nation mult louk upon ſuch proceedings as of 
dangerous con{:querce, to ſtrike at the very Founda- 
tion of Goverment, and as far as in them lies, bring all 
things back toa ſtate of Nature, or rather a Chaos of 
confuſion. Yet this principle, ſo generally exploded by 
all ſober Heathens,” we have found not only put in 
prafice, but alſo juſtih'd, by ſome Chriſtian Þ ibertines 
of our preſent Age , who will aſſume to themlelve&a 
power of controlling any Goverment, either in ( hurch, 
or State. upon a two-fold account, the one Temporal, 
the other Spiritual z The Right of the People, and the 
Juriſdiftion of Conſcience ; two wortay Topicks, as im- 
pertinent: and falſe, as they are popular z But becauſe of 
their Popularity, it will be requiſite to take notice of 
their Impertinency. And, 
1.Firſt,/] or the Right of the People,itis a meer Chymera, 
without exiſtence c1ther in Realon or Policy, any fur- 
ther than 'tis included 1n thofe Laws and Conttitutions 
which are accomodated to the weifare of the whole; 
for when a Goverment is once fix'd, and the many. 
advantages thereby accrewing, evidently appear; tts 
non-ſenſe to think any one lingle, or ſuppoſed inconve- 
NiEnce 


*; | 


(S) 
nience ſhould un-hinge all 2gain; ior as Grotzzs very 
well applies that of the Comedian, Aut hec cum illis ſunt 

D. *, 3.1, babenda, ant illa cum his mittenda ſunt, there 1s nothing 

'-7;, pcerie@ in this life, and more clpecta] ly in this caſe, 
they that pretend to mak things berter, 1 have conſtant- 
ly alicr'd thcm much for the worle 3 whilſt this very 
cha at of aflcrting the Peoples right, bath been often 
Expcrienc'd the molt compendtious way to make them 
Slaves ; and the dclvucd ſjes tound themiclves in the 
end. hardeſt ridden by theſe new Nal.ers which flatter'd 
them with the beſt uſtigo, and greaoit Freedom. 

= Thus the Judicious Hiſtorian oblerv d, Tt 7zperinn 

_ evertant, libertatem proferunt fi perverterint, libertatem ip- 

| fant aggredientur. \Vhat diſmal convulilions of trate hap- 
pen d in the or 27! ommonmealth, when the people 
were ingagd in the [cvera! Eo ons of the oicat ones ; 
and how was tacre more Bloud {ptlt in, tho/cunnatural 
Quarrels, than in tic Conguen of tie whoie known 
World. And how muci: Ircalure, S'rength, and Free 
dom have not we lolt fince, by the !itke Sceditions infa- 
tuations, and are not \ CL {cCUie fiom putting © ON the 
ſame or a heavier Yok:.{ur a5 11 great Tempelts, the <a 
doth not prelently calm, ths UG 1 the wind ba dy vn 
which raiſed the Storm : £9 thole Debaucheries upnn 
the Spirits of men, tho'c unquict and Factto''s "Ha 
ciples which our late times ot Arzrchy and Confult nm 
introduc'd, are (ti}] upon the Fret, and were I? lately 
bidding fair for {6 much p2pular breath as might raile 
a ſecond Storm. And till | cn find one inſtance where. 
in the Peoples Right hath not been thus made uſe of, to 
Detray both them and the Government at once, I muſt 
crave leave to rank all {uch pretended Patriots amongſt 

Prov. 24» that race of men whom Solumon forbids us to mc dale 

ny with, becauſe ſo much giver to change. But granting this, 

that 
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that the Body, the outward man (as they term it) may 


be reſtrain'd by the power of Laws, and prudence of 


Magiſtrates 3 yet ſtill the Soul ought to be free, Con- 
ſcience mult have no reſtraint, which is our Chriſtian 
Libertines. 


2, Second Plea, the Juriſdidion of Conſtience : We 
find here at the 31. verſe, amonglt this Rabble of Ry- 
oters, ſome cry'd one thing, ſome another, (for the AC 
ſembly was confus'd ) without knowing Wherefore they 
came together, or what they would be at; and juſt 
ſuch a Stale is Conſcience made to all the humourſom Ca- 
pricio's of FaQion and Folly; every perverſe Will ; eve: 
ry private Fancy, and perticular Opinion ; every cauſe- 
leſs Scruple, (light Perſwaſton, or groundleſs Fear, is 
cry'd up for the Great Dianz of Conſcience, and they 
that dare to contradict or oppole it, muſt expect St. Paxl's 
Fate here at Fpheſus, and provide to fight with Beaſts 
in the ſhape of men. Neither will time permit, nor the 
ſubjet oblige me exactly to ſtate the caſe ; and there- 
fore I (hall only obſerve in general, That Conſcience in 
Spiritual, in Religious Concerns, 1s the ſame with Judg- 
ment in Temporal Affairs, and couliſts in a ſound and 
well grounded appretienſion of things z which too ma- 
ny perſons having not patience to attend to, or diſ- 
-rction to enquire after.take up withfevery pious whim- 
ey, every {trong deluſion, or prejudiciate opinion, and 
gbtrude them upon the world under this ſpectous title of 
" onſciemce ; Whereas, alas they are but ſo many Di- 
ſtempers of the mind, and thoſe dangerous enough; a 
kind of ſpiritual Spleen, which as 1t ſeldom kills, (© 1s it 
rarely cur'd but continually renders the parties which it 
affe&s unealie to themlclves, and all they converſe with. 
And thercfore ſome have not improperly ſtil'd Conſci- 
ence 


C49) 
ence, the T hanaticks Fope, whillt rhe King and Triple 
Crown are contending tor Supremacy 3 That puts in 
againſt both, and will be Supream 1n all Cauſes, Eccle- 
fraſtical and Civil; But the contrary is evident in thar, 
the ſame God, who we grant erected a Tribunal in every 
mans breaſt, aud there (ct Conſcience to be Judge ; 
hath erected other Tribunals of Juſtice, to which ( oz- 
ſcience it (It is ſubjeRed, Romans 13-5. Je muſt needs 
be jubje& not only for wrath, but for Conſcience ſake ; And 
1t we cannot reconcile our obedience to our Parents, to 
our Prince, and Governors, with what that dictates we 
fin againſt God, whillt we obey our Conſcience. For 
the more clear deciding which controverſy, there js a 
third Tribunal in Heaven, to which all Judges, (Conlci- 
ence and all,) muſt give an account one day, where 
thole partial Decrees we have pals'd here in our own fa- 
vour will be far fromAuthentick Records ; and when we 
think our Couſciences ſhould anſwer for us, we mult an- 
{wer for our C onſciences, which 'tis to be fear'd (upon 
Tryal) will prove the greateſt offenders. 


4. Fourthly, we conſider'd here the regular courſe 
they ought to have taken, which 1s by way of accuſa- 
tion or Indictment, Let them implead one another . 
& ra'yra ybowor $w0110wv 5 nog 35 & Haga rn eg Aw faith the Fla- 
toniſt, God made the World not with hands, but by 
Reaſon, Council, and Order ; having from all Eternity, 
(as the Schools very well conjecture) preſcrib d himſelt 
*a rule by which he would proceed in the Creation and 
Goverment of the Univerſe, where every particular 
Being ſhould have likewiſe a rule fix'd, and be oblig'd 
toa& according to the emanations of his Divine will. 
Now all Goverments here below, are, or at leaſtwiſe 


ought to be,ſo many tranſcripts of this original which - 
et 
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ſet us from above neither is it poſſible there ſhould 
be any Communities of men, or entercourſe of Socie- 
ties, without a mutual obligation to obſerve ſuch Rules 
ot right and wrong, good and evil, as yatural Conſci- 
ence \hall diftate, or humane Reaſon judge to be expe- 
dient; the Wiſdom of all Nations having been mea- 
ſured by nothing (o much as the excellency of their 
Laws, and prudence of Adminiſtration ; where every 
Member of this great Body is conlidered according to 
the Circumſtances it lies under, the Office it performs 3 
and (o far encouraged therein, as to proſecute its Pro: 
vince, its Duty, with induſtry and ſatisfaction : But 
when weare Partial on the One (1de, or Mutinous on 
the Other; When the eye ſhall ſay to the hand, TI have no 
need of thee, or the Feet to the Head, T want not your di- 
retion; as St. Paul very elegantly applies it to the Spt- 
ritual, ſo would it make ſuch a Sthiſm, ſach a diſorder 


in any Body politick, as thoſe wholſbm preſervatives, 
thoſe Laws I mean, which were defign'd for the con- 


tinuance of its health, . are the firſt things thrown out 
of dores 3 whillt ſo many buily Empericks will be ap- 


plying their new prelcriptions, that 'tis ten tim<s worſe 
than death to fall under ln-h hands; yet that too Is 


certain in theend, aiihough without the leaſt aſſurance 
of a quiet Grave. That the Eiilince rherefore may be 
kevt even, Juſtice holds the Scales; all Controver- 
fs of mom & tum, night and wrong, are to be 
determind by perſons, nyt only uncorcern'd in the 
Aﬀaic, but of Parts, © Abilities, both fatcllecual and 
Moral, an(werable to tr) arcat a Fruit; a clear under- 
ſtanding, with an unbias d inieprit y, Thus the great Ora - 
tr at Athens Weg 20741 Toi; VOuUrt. EWVaLTETY Ee pu Tn dinlw, 
un TH 1% FR 0417 Or Wh wil Purncu TELE rot Fa, the Plain” 
tt 1s to {eek tor redrils from the Laws, not his own 

SS 2 Paſttons 


I Cor. T7. 


Dem:/tb ia 
Corte 
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Paſſions, or Power ; which, as it is one of the firſt Ar- 
ticles agreed upon in all humane Polity ; ſo, duly ob- 
ſerv'd, neither God nor Ceſar, Prince nor People, could 
be impos'd upon. ff theretore 7emetrizs and his FadGzon, 
or any other ſuch froward diſpoſitions, will ſtand out 
againſt that which is the Univeilal (ecurity of all man- 
kind, 'tis but fit they (ſhould quit civil converſe, and 
voluntarily betake themſelves to Nebuchidnezzar's tate, 
although (wiihour doubt ) many Beaſts there are which 
carenot tor ſuch tempers herding amongſt them, elpe- 
clal 1t we conliacr, 


s. The fiith and laſt Obſervable from the Text, 
where all pretences are cut off for their not proceeding 
according to this regular courſe”; in that, 1ſt. there was 
no denial of Jultice, the /.aw was open ; neither, 2dly. 
was there any delay of Juſtice, there were Deputies 


ready. 


1. Firſt, there was no denial of Juſtice, the Law was 
open; as necellity is many times alledg'd without any 
juſt cauſe, ſo when there is juſt cauſe indeed, all other 
obligations ceaſe; To be ſure it could not take place 
here, for the aw was open ; that is, 1. free and caſie to 
all parties,and all conditions,cvery one might have acceſs 
to the Courts of Judicature,and expect redreſs according 
as the matter impleaded ſhould require ; or, 2dly. the 
Law was open 3 that is, clear and plain, 


—— [aud ambagibus 
Fmplicita, ſed que, regulis@qui &* boni 
Snffulta, rndibus pariter &» do@is patent: 


without 
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without thoſe obſcure ambiguities, and ſubtle niceties, 
which make even the Laws themſelves a ſnare, advance 
the intereſt of a profeſſion to the more certain ruine of 
the injur'd Party, whilſt the whole current of Juſtice 18 
perverted by the crafty evalions and endleſs cavils ol 
covetous and contentious Spirits. It isa ſevere reflectt- 
on which /.jvy makes upon the Age he liv'd in, 1n com- 
pariſon with the primitive ſimplicity of their ſo-much-re- 
nowned ' 0z110nwealth ; Nonduns hec negligentia Deun 
veFerat, nec interpretando ſibi quiſq; jus jurandum > le- 
ges aptas (ſcicbat ſed ſnos potins mores ad ea accommodabat : 
When mcn hada true ſenſe of a Deity, and regarded 
the ſolemnity of an Oath, they would not forlwear 
themlelves out of any partial reſpeC cither to Friend or 
Intereſt; neither was it look'd upon as an uſeful ſtudy 
to find out flaws in an Ad of State, or gratifie the Lults 
and Humours of men in oppoſition to the expreſs letter 
of the Law, as well as intention of the Legiſlator. But 
however ſuch corruptions as thele might have crept into 
other places, it {tems they had not yet reach'd Epheſus, 
the Law was open there ; Juſtice had 1ts free and clear 
current, without any denial 5 Neitther, 

2, Secondly, was there any delay of Juſtice, there were 
Deputics : Abjalon's 1nfinuation to the people was found- 
ed upon a defeCt in this caſe, 2 Sam. 15. 3. See, thy matters 
are good and right,but there is no man depnted from the King 
to hear thee ; O that I were made Judge in the Land, S&c. 
And altho' without doubt it was as 11] grounded as ſome 
pretended Grievances we have found ſince nigher home, 
yet the cheat prevail'd (o far inthe end,as theText ſaith, 
by this flratagem he ole the hearts of the men of I{racl. So 
infectious 1s the breath of FaFJion, that a David, a 
Prince of Gods immediate choice, could not be free from 


their calumnies 3 nay, which is worſe, muſt (ee his own 
| Child 


4 
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Child made the property of their Deſigns. Nevertheleſs, 
from hence it appears how uneaſie delays are, which 


have been fince {(toa Proverb) thought worſe than de- 
nials : neither indeed 1s there any thing puts a greater 
damp upon mens ſpirits, than to Jive tn continual ex- 
peCtation of that Right, which by daily procraſtinations 
they find themſelves never likely to enjoy. Here again 
at Fpheſws things went better ; tor the " — or ra- 
ther the Pro- conluls,as the word '\er3vTeaTo 1z2nifies, (who 
were the chief Miniſters of Juſtice, ſent every year from 
Rome into their (everal- Provinces) were now preſent 
there, and held their Courts of Judicatute : So that a 
Tumult which 1s not at any time to be endur'd, in this 
uncture ſpeaks a more than ordinary inlolence, eſpeci- 
ally ſince all ſober men muſt be fatisfy'd with fo prudent 
a management as the Town-Clerk, the Regiſter, ſeems 
here to intimate, where Juſtice was truly blind, every 
thing carried with an even and impartial hand, neither 
denial nor delay in the Caſe, no cunning evaſtons could 
impoſe upon the Court, nor clandeſtine combinations 
of the little Law-managers ſqueele the Pockets of their 
Clyents; A miſplac'd word did not put back a good 
Cauſe, nor any perſonal Refleftion from a foul mouth'd 
Advocate promote a bad one there was uo roſling of 
Cauſes from one Court to another, nor twenty years 
attendance without Equity at the laſt: but all things 
going off with a juſt Sentence, and quick diſpatch, we 
cannot but pronounce the people happy which were in ſuch 
acaſe;, what St, Paul endeavour d, bing the only thing 
I<ft to make them happier, 1n having the Lord for their 
Cod. | 
Thus with promis'd brevity have I run over the fe- 
veral parts of my Text, There remains now the Appz 


-ateor, Which, ſhould | bring it wholly to the occaſion of 
VOUr 
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your preſent Aſſembling, would be found both appo- 
fite and natural ; for as the buſineſs is more eſpecially 
matiers of impleading, (o 1s the Law open, and here are 
the Reverend Deputies, of whoſe Candor and Integrity 
you have already had, and will now find the molt (a- 


tisfactory experience. But to avoid the nauceouſneſs of 


perſonal addreiles, or commendations,and all pragmati- 
cal intermed]ings with what belongs to a diſtinct pro- 
feſlion ; my application ſhall relate to our more Uni- 
verſal concern, as we are men, and as we are Chriſtians, 
as we are ſubject to Laws, and as our well-being de- 
pends upon the due execution of thoſe Laws unto which 
we are Subject 3 To this purpoſe I ſhall crave leave to 
raiſe two or three Inferences from what hath been al- 
ready diſcours'd, and (o put anend to any further exer- 
cile of your Patience. 


1. Firſt, Then the 1ſt. thing 7 infer, is the great dif 
ference between the temper of primitive Chriftanity , 
and that of our Keligious pretenders in theſe later 4ges : 
For doubtleſs could Demetrizs have promiſed himlelf 
any advantage from the Law, he would never have 
taken ſo illegal a courſe ; Nay the Town-clerk, in the 
precedent verſe, wholly acquits St. Paxl and his Com- 
panions, trom Blaſpheming their Goddeſs (although we 
may well believe they ſuthctently abhor'd that Helliſh 
Idolatry) or any other rude deportment, which might 
give occaſion of oftence to men of ſence and civility. 
A commiſſion indeed they had received from the King of 
Heaven, and it concern'd them to be exatt in the exe. 
cution thereof; But then his in{trucions as to the man- 
ner were as carefully to be oblerv'd, which confin'd 
them to ſtrength of Argument, and allegations of Scrip- 
turez with Modeſty of Behaviour, Meckneſs, and 
Charity, 
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Charity, to repreſent thoſe errours under which the 
World then lay, aſſert the Truth, convert mwsbelicvers, 
and, in a word, bring them all to the knowledge of the only 
true God ; This was tlie method they took ; Theſe were 
the weapons which ſubdu'd Kingdoms, made the Crols 
of Chriſt the Romans Standard, and his Goſpel the joy 
of the whole Earth: There was no oppoſing Magiitracy, 
110 frehting the Lord 5 Battle again ( arnal Powers, no 
[!oly Leagnes, no ( ovenants, nor Aſſociations ; Thele are 
the ſpurious Doctrines and Practices of our modern Pre. 
tenders, who have fought for Religion till 'tis almoſt 
banilh'd Chriſtendom, and made their many zealous un- 
dertakings but one continued Aytery of Iniquity. 


2, Secondly. The ſ.cond thing I infer, is, the opinion 
which all ſober Heathens had ot Tumnultuows Aſſemblies, 
aud /viotows Keformations ; common ob(crvation inlorm'd 
them, that 1f 1t comes to a hanc populys, 1t the people 
miy alter the Goverment, as the Painter once for a try- 
al let them do his Picture, it will prove ſuch a Monſter 
at laſt, as every wiſe man with reaſon may be afrighted 
at. Aﬀairs were ſome time at this pals in the Jewtfh 
State, Judees 17. 6. In thoſe days there was no King in 
lirac], but every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes, Yet, as the conſequent thereof, the Spirit 
of God records a number of (uch hainous Enormities, 
and groſs Violations, as are ſcarce to be parallell'd in 
any Hiltory, Sacred or Prophane. And a wile Roman 
reflecting upon the hike Practices in his own time, 
Jays down this as an experienced Truth, Tt was better 
to live where Nothing, than where All things were law- 
ful. And, as was partly obſerved before, what have 
not we ſeen, nay felt, from the extravagant heats of 


ſuchpopular delufions ! and how are we daily —_— 
wil 
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with Arrows from the ſame Quiver, the continu'd A- 
larms of an unquiet Generation, whom as too ſad ex- 
perience teſtifies, no kindneſs could ever oblige, nor 
any condeſcention ſatisfy. It ſeems ſo ſtrangea fatality 
hangs over ſome mens heads,or rather about their Necks, 
that having more than once eſcap'd their due reward, 
by a too much abus'd Indemnity 3 they ſtill continue to 
run willfully into the ſame nooſe, and even force Au- 
thority to do them reaſon at laſt. 


Nay, further our condition was for ſor time the 
more deſperate, becauſe our very Repreſentatives, as 
they made themſelves, which ſhould have quench'd the 
fire, blew the coals, by a ſtrange FHyſteron proteron of Poli - 
cy, would preſerve the Government, by countenancing 
none but thoſe that ated againſt the eſtabliſh'd Laws, 
ſuppreſs Popery by ſetting up an Inquiſition of their own, 
and prevent Arbitrary Proceedings by making all ho- 
neſt men their Slaves, Now, what is this, ut for our 
Phyſicians to become our Diſeaſe ? they that ſhould 
preſerve the juſt rights of a well order'd State, under- 
ſtood ſo little to hold the Rains, that had they con- 
tinu'd much longer in the Seat, Jove himſelf could not 
have repair'd the ruines ſo dreadful a conflagration 
would have made. ſzter utrumg; teme was part of Apollo's 
advice to the raſh Youth 5 and whoever thinks to pre- 
ſerve peace, by letting every man have his humour, or 
ſuppreſs the growth of a ſuperſtitious Worſhip by a H- 
centious freedom, will find each Family in a State of 
War, and to prevent a bad Religion, have none at all. 


Thirdly, My third and Jaſt Inference is, That nothing 
preſerves the Feace and welfare of mankind, jo munch as 
a regnlar obedience unto Laws, and a due execution of 


D them 
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them, upon ſuch as will not yield obedience : Which St. 
Peter makes the two main branches of every Magiltrates. 
Duty, and for the greater encouragement, aſſures them 
of a Divine Commitiion, being ſent from God for the 
puniſhment of evil-doers on the one (ide, and praiſe of there 
that do well on the other, 1 Pet. 2. 14. Il ilt thou then 
not be afraid of the power, do that which is good, other- 
wiſe it bears not the Sword in vain: And tis not only a 
great, but dangerous miſtake of ſome men, to think that 
Laws and Liberty are inconliltent, 


<Q. 
Fallitur, egreeio quiſquis ſub Trincipe credit 


Servitium, nunquam libertas gratior extat, &C. 


True freedom never appears ſo graceful as when it un- 
derſtands its duty, regulariy moves 1n Its proper ſphere 
as providence and Authority hath order. But for ſome 
to diſpute whether they ſhall obey or not,and others di- 
ſpute whether they ſhall not let them alone, is to ſuffer 
the Ship both of Church and State to drive at the mercy 
of wind and Tide, whilſt neither Pilot aor Mariners at- 
tend their bulinels. 'Tis what the Spirit of God (evere- 
ly refles upon in a Feathen Magiſtrate, and thercfore 
ſtrange if we have any Callios under the Chriſtian Occo- 
nomy, who can ſee the groſſeſt violations before their 
eyes, and yet care for noxe of theſe things : * Whereas, to 
reſume our former metaphor, of this we mult needs be 
convinc'd, that 'tis more reaionable to expect our ſafety 
from an unanimous endeavour to keep the Vellel above 
water, then the fond hopes of an eſcape when ever ſhe 
comes to link - And withall, there 15 this great induce- 
ment to quicken us, for if they who once had us under 
Hatches, (whether Papiſt or Puritan,) get us the ſecond 


time into their power, we can exped& nothing leſs then 
the 
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the utmoſt extremity,their little Finger (were it poſlible,) 
ſhould prove heavier thaa their Loins before; To be 
ſure inſtead of Rods, they would be all Scorpion : And 
yet how ſoon this may be,God of his infinite wiſdom only 
knows ; But doubtleſs it cannot be too much our ende- 
vour under his Bleſling to prevent; which for the cloſe 
of all, I am ſure there are none here preſent, but one 
way or other are qualified to do, ſome by their Power, 
others by their per(waſton, but all by their Prayers, un+ 
feignedly imploring that great and good God, who is 
a God of Order, to diſcountenance confuſion, to ſet 
bounds to mens Paſſzons by Reaſon, to Error by Truth, 
to Sedition by Laws, to Schiſme by Charity; and fo fix 
us upon thoſe laſting Pillars of Purity and Truth, that 
being all of one heart, and one mind, we may make it 
our joynt endeavour to propagate the Goſpel of his Son, 


and (ſerve him in the nity of the Spirit, and the bond of £th. 4. 3: 


Peace. 
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